
In speaking of the films which are frequently
presented, Dr. Kelley advocated the exhibition
of such pictures by the Government in the
army camps and among the men in the naval
service, but expressed the belief that it was dan-
gerous to display them in theatres to young
people. Dr. Kelley emphasized the commu-

nity's responsibility for venereal diseases, but
urged conservatism in viewing the problem,
stating that statistics are sometimes greatly ex-

aggerated.

PORTABLE X-RAY APPARATUS.
Mr. Editor:—

As an individual having had a considerable con-
tact with portable x-ray apparatus for eighteen years
past and as a member of the first joint-committee
appointed by the Surgeon-General for the devisai of
standard x-ray equipment for army use, may I be
allowed briefly to comment upon certain points dealt
With in the article of Dr. W. K. Coflin, which ap-
peared in the Journal of October 2? As it so happens,
the primal point therein constitutes the gist of the
article and is presented, in summary, by the state-
ment that the -'Army bedside x-ray unit" forms, with
certain modifications, the basis for a mnch-to-"be-de-
sired portable apparatus.
While I am freely in accord with the general opin-

ion that the Army bedside unit furnishes, at present,
a most effective method for bringing 'to the bed-fast
patient a relatively potent source of x-rays, where
a sufficient current supply is available, I assert,
nevertheless, that, since this apparatus is useless
without such sufficient supply, it is not a portable
unit in the proper sense of the term.

By stating, moreover, that the Army bedside unit
differs from "other portable apparatus" in that it
entails the use of a transformer instead of a high-
fre'inency coil, the author of the article conveys to
the reader his assumption that all other portable
apparatus is constructed so as to produce an induced
discharge of high frequency. Such an assumption
is erroneous. No roentgenologist of experience, I be-
lieve, today regards the Tesla discharge seriously as
a source of x-rays. Its fluoroscopic effect is usually
brilliant, but its radiographie efficiency is extremely
low.
Veritable portable units, furnishing their own cur-

rent through the mediumship of accumulators, have
been used for years with most excellent results in all
cases wherein the accessory appliances mentioned by
Dr. Coffin, in enumerating the limitations of the bed-
side unit, are not necessary. An extremely efficient
type was designed and described by Oaldwell in 1902:
another type has been used by me since the middle
of the last decade and by at least one of my Boston
colleagues, with reasonably uniform success, and at
no undue expense to the patient. The only unusual
outlay has been for travel and time. Experience and
skill should form the basis upon which to ask recom-
pense for such expenditure.

Since, thus, it is not self-contained, the bedside
unit has not been regarded by the X-ray Division of
the Surgeon-General's Office as of use where true
portability is required. Otherwise, there would have
been no necessity of designing the Army portable
unit, one of the three standardized equipments for
the medical service, which furnishes its own current
up to any required amount.

TTnit devices for the generation and application of
x-rays, to be truly portable, must embrace equally

portable sources of electrical energy, in order that
the operator may be thoroughly independent of a
current supply which may or may not exist amid the
surroundings of the patient. Thus equipped, he is
able to pursue his investigations under any possible
condition ; whether aboard ship, on moving railroad
trains, or in the depths of the backwoods. The
occasional necessity for working in a "kerosene lamp
district" is only too well known to the average oper-
ating: surgeon, and he will agree with me, I am sure,
that therein are found cases which often have des-
perate need of medical aid on the spot.

Respectfully yours,
Percy Brown, M.D.

RECURRENCE OF INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC.
New York, Oct. 11, 1919.

Mr. Editor:—
In your editorial of October 9, 1919, you indicate

the general care as to prevention and treatment in
the event that influenza shall soon again attack us.
I regret very much that you do not mention one
remedy which is not a specific but which will act
more favorably and efficiently than any other, both
as a preventative and curative drug in influenza. It
is salicylate of ammonium, given promptly and in
sufficient doses. To my mind, there is no question as
to its utility and advantages. This I have dwelt upon
and explained previously, but, unfortunately, those
whose authority rules in matters of health have not
tested the salicylate of ammonium as I have advised
its use, and hence it has not had the wide endorse-
ment which its value deserves. Perhaps this timely
letter may become effective in making my colleagues
everywhere do as I most earnestly wish. In addi-
tion to the use of salicylate of ammonium internally,
I would emphasize most strongly the value of the per-
forated zinc inhaler when properly and sufficiently
worn and medicated, which is at once more curative
and more protective than any other inhaler of which
I have any knowledge.

Beverley Robinson, M.D.

SOCIETY NOTICES.
Suffolk Disteict Medical Society.—A stated

meeting of the Society will be held at the Boston
Medical Library, 8 The Fenway, on Wednesday,
October 29, at 8.15 p.m.
L Business: Election of Nominating and Auditing

Committees.
2. There will be three fifteen-minute papers :

"Types of Diseased Conditions Most Frequently
Seen in the Teeth, and Their Diagnosis." Leroy M. S.
Miner, M.D., D.M.D.
"Teeth from an Orthopedic Point of View," Robert

W. Lovett, M.D.
"The Relation of the Teeth to the General Health."

Charles H. Lawrence, Jr.. M.D.
There will be a general discussion following the

papers.
Guests will be welcome at the second part of the

meeting, which will begin at 8.45 p.m.
John Bapst Blake, M.D., President.
George Gilbert Smith, M.D., Secretary.

Norfolk South District Medical Society.—Stated
meeting, United States Hotel, Boston, Thursday,
November 6, 1919, 11.30 a.m. Reader, Major F. B.
Granger, M.D., (Surgeon-General's Office, Washington,
D. C). Subject: Physical Reconstruction in Military
and Civil Hospitals (Illustrated by photographs), for
Dr. F. C. Granger, Randolph.

Censors will meet at 2 p.m. to examine candidates
for Fellowship. Candidates should make application
to the Secretary at least a week before examination.

Dr. C. A. Sullivan, Secretary, South Braintree.
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